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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 7, 2016 (Updated)

Authors Valk and Brown to present a free lecture, “Living with Jim Crow” at Craven Community 
College on Monday, March 21, 7 p. m.

New Bern, N.C. – Professors and authors Annie Valk, Ph.D., and Leslie Brown, Ph.D., will visit Craven 
Community College (CCC) to deliver a community lecture about their book, Living with Jim Crow:  African 
American Women and Memories of the Segregated South on Monday, 
March 21, 7 p. m. in the Orringer Auditorium. This event is free and open 
to the public and refreshments will be served.

Living with Jim Crow:  African American Women and Memories of the  
Segregated South recalls an American history like no other. This 
groundbreaking, oral history collection offers a powerful look at women's 
lives under a regime of racial oppression and segregation. Its narrators 
give moving accounts of personal relationships, family and community 
life, work and political protest, all set against the context of survival in an 
age of pervasive racism. These interviews illuminate the central roles 
black women played as laborers, caretakers, reformers and activists. 
Through their efforts to defeat Jim Crow, they not only sustained black 
communities, but also reshaped the history of the American South. 
Several of the interviews in this work were conducted in New Bern, N.C.

Three New Bernians were interviewed for the book:  Miss Dorcas E. 
Carter, Mrs. Annie Joyner Gavin, and Mrs. Harriet Vail Wade.

At the beginning of the program, a short video about the North Carolina 
Civil War Museum's Stories project will be shown.  The museum is to be 
built in Fayetteville and they are looking for stories that have been 
passed down in families that relate to life before, during, and after the Civil War.  For more info, 
www.NCCivilWarCenter.org.

The event is sponsored by the CCC Foundation (www.CravenCC.edu/Foundation) and the Family History 
Society of Eastern North Carolina (www.ENCFamilies.org). The event is hosted by CCC’s Liberal Arts and 
University Transfer program.
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Lecturer Biographies

Annie Valk, PhD., is the associate director for public humanities and lecturer in History Center for Learning in 
Action in the Department of History at Williams College, Williamstown, Mass. Valk is a teacher, historian, and 
advocate of community-based learning in the arts and humanities. She teaches oral history and coordinates 
Claiming Williams Day, a series of interactive events about building and sustaining a more inclusive 
community. Through the Center for Learning in Action, she works with students and faculty on arts and 
humanities projects that emphasize experiential learning and community-campus connections. Valk’s 
expertise includes oral history projects, exhibits and other programs and she has published extensively on 
topics related to women’s history and public history. She currently serves as the President of the national 
Oral History Association. Valk earned her doctorate in History from Duke University. Prior to arriving at 
Williams, Valk served as Deputy Director of the Center for Public Humanities at Brown University. Her 
scholarly publications include: Living with Jim Crow: African American Women and Memories of the  
Segregated South, with Leslie Brown (Palgrave, 2010); and Radical Sisters: Second Wave Feminism and  
Black Liberation in Washington, DC, 1968-1980 (University of Illinois Press, 2008).

Leslie Brown, Ph.D. is an associate professor in the Department of History at Williams College, 
Williamstown, Mass. Brown received a certificate in Women’s Studies and her M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in 
history from Duke University in Durham, North Carolina. From 1990-1995 she co-coordinated “Behind the 
Veil: Documenting African American Life in the Jim Crow South,” a collaborative research and curriculum 
project at the Center for Documentary Studies at Duke University. Brown has taught at Williams College 
since 2008, offering courses in American and African American history and studies; American, comparative, 
and African American women’s history and studies; and oral history.  Brown’s scholarly publications include: 
African American Voices: From Emancipation to the Present (Wiley, 2013); Living with Jim Crow: African 
American Women and Memories of the Segregated South, with Anne Valk (Palgrave, 2010); Upbuilding  
Black Durham: Gender, Class, and Black Community Development in the Jim Crow South (University of 
North Carolina Press, 2008).

Photo caption: Living with Jim Crow:  African American Women and Memories of the Segregated South.

About Craven Community College

Founded in 1965, Craven Community College is part of the North Carolina Community College System. With 
campuses in New Bern and Havelock-Cherry Point, Craven serves about 3,200 curriculum students and 
more than 10,000 continuing education students each year. The college offers a wide range of associate 
degree and certificate programs, as well as college transfer courses, career and occupational offerings, 
partnerships with four-year universities, specialized workforce training options, developmental studies and 
basic skills classes. Craven Early College High School programs are available on both campuses. Craven is 
also home to Public Radio East, one of the few community colleges nationally with this distinction. For more 
information about the college, visit www.cravencc.edu.

About The Family History Society of Eastern North Carolina

Founded in 2010, The Family History Society of Eastern North Carolina has presented several ENC Family 
History Fairs as well as sponsoring and co-sponsoring numerous historical programs and events about the 
rich cultural heritage of the area.  The organization seeks to bring together the people and the many 
resources that are available to assist people in sharing and learning more about their history.  For more info, 
please visit, www.ENCFamilies.org.
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