
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Family History Society of Eastern North Carolina
Presents "The Art and Architecture of Cemeteries:  Special Lecture Presentation & Tours"

Featuring Janet Seapker, Architectural Historian and Author

New Bern, North Carolina (14 September 2015, Updated 21 September 2015):  The Family History 
Society  of  Eastern  North  Carolina  is  excited  to 
present  "The  Art  and  Architecture  of  Cemeteries: 
 Lecture  Presentation  &  Tours"  featuring  Janet 
Seapker of Wilmington, North Carolina on Sunday, 
September  27,  2015  at  3  pm  at  Saint  Cyprian's 
Episcopal  Church,  604 Johnson Street,  New Bern, 
North Carolina.

Mrs. Seapker is an architectural historian and author 
who  was  born  and  grew  up  in  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania and headed South to escape the cold.  
New  Bern  has  a 
special  place  in  her 
heart  because  in  the 
early 1970s she, along 
with  the  nationally 
known,  architectural 
historian  and  author 
Tony P. Wrenn,  wrote 
some  50  nominations 
for  the  individual 
buildings for the New 
Bern historic district National Register nomination.  
She  also  served  for  22  years  as  director  for  what 
became  the  Cape  Fear  Museum.  In  addition,  she 
leads fascinating tours of Historic Oakdale Cemetery 
in Wilmington as well operating Tours By Degrees, 
a tour service for incoming groups, and assists her 

husband, Edward F. Turberg, in his architectural history practice.

Her avocation and passion is cemetery art and the development of the rural cemetery movement in 
America which began in the 1830s with the development of Mount Auburn Cemetery near Boston, 
Massachusetts and spread throughout the country in the following decades.  In her photo presentation, 
she will share the secret meanings and history of the different funerary symbols found in cemeteries.  
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Afterwards, she will lead an exploratory walking tour of Cedar  
Grove Cemetery across from Saint Cyprian's focusing on the  
art  and  architectural  elements  of  the  many  interesting  
monuments  of  the  families  of  New Bern.  Cedar  Grove  has 
some of the best examples of grave houses in North Carolina.

Also included is a self-guided exploratory tour of Greenwood  
Cemetery located at the corner of Cypress and Bern Streets one  

block 
off  of 
George 
Street.  It  is  the  resting  place  of  many  of  New 
Bern's  African  American  community  since  1882 
and possibly earlier.  Markers will be placed at the 
graves  of  several  of  the  New  Bern  notables  in 
Greenwood Cemetery to assist in locating them.

The schedule for the afternoon is as follows:
3:00 pm, Lecture in Church Sanctuary with Janet  

Seapker; 4:30 pm, Refreshments; 5:00 pm, Guided Exploratory Tour of Cedar Grove Cemetery with Janet  
Seapker, and 6:00 pm, Self-Guided Exploratory Tour of Greenwood Cemetery.

The lecture presentation and tours are $20 per person by Friday, September 25th, and $30 afterwards.   
Space is limited and pre-paid reservations are required.   A portion of the proceeds will be donated to the  
City of New Bern Cemeteries:   Cedar Grove, Greenwood, Evergreen, Bryan-Fordham, and New Bern 
Memorial for preservation and restoration purposes.  

You may pay online at www.ENCFamilies.org or send a check to FHS of ENC, 1822 South Glenburnie 
Road, #112, New Bern, NC 28562.

Our thanks and appreciation to our promoting partners in assisting us  
with  this  special  event.  They are  the  Craven County Genealogical  
Society,  Dryborough  Historic  Association,  New  Bern  Historical  
Society, City of New Bern Parks and Recreation Department, Saint  
Cyprian's Episcopal Church, the Uptown Business and Professional  
Association,  and  all  those  who  are  working  and  have  worked  so  
diligently to preserve, restore, and promote the heritage of all of New  
Bern's cemeteries.

We look forward to seeing you as we explore this interesting aspect of  
Eastern North Carolina's history.  For more information, please visit 
our website at www.ENCFamilies.org or call 252.349.0405. ###
Media Contact: David French, Director, The FHS of ENC, 252.349.0102 (Media Telephone)  info@encfamilies.org • 
www.ENCFamilies.org
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